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Over the past few years, there has been an intensive discussion about what policy approaches and strategies are
best suited to promote new economic growth paths and to tackle grand societal challenges that emanate from
globalization, digitalization, increasing inequality, climate change or the aging of society. Contemporary discussions
about smart specialization, new industrial policies, new mission-oriented and transformative innovation policies,
modern forms of governance and calls to rethink the role of the state reflect these concerns in apparent ways.

Taking a regional perspective and adopting a broad understanding of innovation (including technological, social
and institutional innovation), the workshop aims to advance our understanding of what can be termed ‘new
generation of innovation policies’. The workshop will bring together scholars from different countries to reflect on
sound policy approaches and governance forms in and for regions.
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